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pies, occafioned by the general riot, the united , 
” parties entered the city without oppofition, 
and furprifing the guards, put them ‘to death. 
Thofe within the palace opening the gates to 
know the caufe of the tumult, the Perfians 
tufhed in, and attacking the king, who met 
them in arms, flew him with his nobles around 
him. Cyrus became maffer of Babylon, and 
concluded his conquefts after a war of twenty- 
one years ; during which he had fubdued all 
the nations of the eaft, from the Egean fea to 
the river Indus, and erected the greatett empire 
az that had beenver known in the world. 
Ri. “Tuis account of the taking of Babylon, 
which I have taken from Herodotus and 
Xenophon, is confirmed by facred {cripture. 
The book of Daniel informs us, that Belfhaz- 
war made*a great feaft for a thoufand of his 
-Jords, for his wives, and concubines ; at this 
entertainment, having prepared the gold and 
fileer veilels which were taken from the, 
temple of Jerufalem, ‘by ordering them to be 
brought to the banquetting-houte, and making 
libations from them to his falfe gods, the 
_ wrath of Heaven was declared againtt the im- 
' pious king, A hand appeared on the wall, 
and wrote the fentence of his immediate de- 
ee The prophet Daniel explainedthe 
characters 








4 Bae oa YY er ines 3 = 
ANTIENT “HISTORY. 


characters of deftiny to the aftonifhed. mo- 
harch ; ‘‘ that his days were numbered ;. that 
his kingdom was departed from him, and given 7 
to the Medes and Perfians.” pala he, oN 
palace was taken, and Belfhazzar flain.. 

Cyrus employed the remainigg years of his 
reign in confolidating the conquefts which he 
had made, and médelling the numerous na- 
tions which acknqwledged his authority into”) 
one regular empire. We have neither cer- 
tgin nor complete information concerning the 
tranfactions of this illuftrious prince, either 
in war or peace: but upon the whole it ap- 
pears, that fis humanity was equal to his va~ 
lour ; and that his laws and political inftitu- 
tions were marked by the fame fuperiority of 
genius which conducted him to conqueft. 
The father of the Perfian empire received the 
congratulations of the conquered as well as 
the conguerors ; and his’ name is celebrated 
in the poems of Greete, the annals of Afia, 
and the records of infpirftion. The vaft and 
extenfive dominigns® which were gained» by 
his valour, and eftablifhed by his wifdom, 
‘flood on the ffrength of’ this original bafis for 
two hundred years, notwithitanding. the rath 
gad improvident conduct of his fucceffors. 
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Denar. (YYRUS ‘was fucceeded by his fon Cam. 
: byfes.. This rafh and extravagant prince 
> difcovered all the vices which abfolute power 
"engenders, and difgraced ‘the throne which 
his father had filled with fo much luftre. The 
firft event of his reign was a war againft the 
Egyptians. From the time of Sefoftris to that 
of Pfammeticus, that is, for mofeé than nine 
hundred years, Egypt furnifhes few tranfac- 
tions for the hiftoric page. Not that this 
kingdom had fuffered any fatal cataftrophe, or 
confiderable diminution. We learn from Ho- 
mer *, that in the time of the Trojan war 
Egypt was flourithing. The facred {criptures 
fuggelt the fame idea of it, in the time of So- 
lomon and his fuccefiors. The Egyptian mo- 
narchs appear t@havt beech always of great po- 
-Titical importance. They interfered frequently 

in the affairs of Arabia and Paleftine ; and: 
had ‘tranfactions in war and in peace with 
“Ailyria: But a vatt defert divided the two 
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monarchies, and the countries difputed by their c jz 


arms were on the frontieg, and far diftant from 
the feat of empire. During, therefore, a pe~ 


riod of tranquillity feldom interrupted, Egypt ~ 
cultivated fcience and the arts; and under 


Amafis, cotemporary with Cyrus, fo flourith- 
ed in wealth and population, that, secctding § 
to Herodotus, it contained twenty thoufand 
towns *, fome of whech were of extraordinary 
fize and, magnificence. Egypt was at this 
time the academy of Greece ; all who fought 
a literary reputation vilited this antient feat of 
fcience ; and the circumftanct of having con- 


verted with the fathers of wifdom gave cele-"" 


brity to a Greek philofopher. About a hun- 
dred years before the reign of Amafis a civil 


war in Egypt had given occafion to the efta- - 


blifhment of a Grecian colony in that king- 
dom. Ona failure of the antient line of the 
Pharaohs, twelve chie%’ had divided the fove- 


rcignty, and governed With equal authority.” 
Piammeticus, one of the nymber, being fuf-> 


pected by the reft, evas banithed to the marfhy 
regigns of Egypt. This difafter proved the 
means of his deliverance, for, with the affift- 


__ance of fome piratical adventurers from Caria, 


<a 
* Lib. ii. cap. 179. 







Me 
2 A 






ET rea ea ee 
eee Sar ti Th sibs Ai Oe bos Bhd 
PRE cal uk eT NR Gea 


ee be eli, sidan email had thrown upon 
+ thefe thores, he fubdued the twelve kingdonts, 
and became mafter of Egypt *. | 
GraTerut tohis Grecian.auxiliaries, Pfam- 
meticus not only recompenfed them liberally, 
but. ed them portions of land, and gave 


ey 

Py them a fettlement in his dominions near the 
ge mouth of the Nile, TH that period foreign 
ee mations were debarred aqccefs to Egypt: at 


ithe city of Naucratis only they were allowed 


st to land and to trade. Pfammeticus opened 
ea his ports to the commerce of all nations, fa- 
fe voured navigation in his feas, and granted pri- 
M4 wileges to ftrangers who chofe to fettle in 
ie Egypt... Particularly attached to the Greeks, 
: Ae protected and encouraged them ; educated 
i ‘his children in the Grecian manner, and en- 


tered into. an alliance with the Athenians and 
‘other. ftates of Greece. 
Tue revolution muft have operated a change 
~ din-the: antient.confttutions of Egypt. The 
ainfluence of the glcat families wovid be di- . 
| minithed,.and a monirth, who reigned by an 
army of foreigners, vould pital fubject 
ass “his dominions. to ahilitary rule, The feepter 
a. sah yes did not remain long in his 


Ne / 
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ahd Amatis, a private aired the = 
fovereignty. This prince is sine mong ~~ 
the Egyptian legiflators. He made new res 
gulations for the re-partition of the provinces, — i 
and improving the form, promoyd the tran- 
quillity of government, Under his reign 
Egypt attained to ifs greateft height of prof 
perity and population. Extending the policy 
of Pfammeticus, he removed the Ionian and 
Carian foldiers to Memphis, and formed them 
into a guard for his perfon. He greatly en- 
couraged the refort of the Greeks to Egypt, 
and even perntitted them to build temples, 
and to have their proceffions and religious 
ceremonies after the manner of their country. 

Farther, to cultivate a general intereft among 
the Greeks, he made ample prefents to ‘the 
Amphittyons for a the wnt of 
Delphi. 

Tuis enlightened -_ able prince dict at an 
advanced age, and was fulcceeded by his fon - 
Plammenitus ; while Cambytes, after making 
preparations for four ygars, aaah his arms 
azainft Egypt. The Perfians were utterly un- 
acquainted with naval affairs, but they had 
“aw abfolute command of whatever the Afian 
Ore 













d th eet alfoy ie firft ma- 
saben the world, was under the dé- 
minion of Cambyfes. The Cyprian Greeks 
“had fo fabri to the Perfian power ; and 
ople contributed to form the ficet 
ACh -were'to invade Egypt. Yet 
the formidable force of this extenfive em- 
4 cian failed, but for the opportune 
arrival of Phanes, the Halicarnaflian. This 
ies who ‘was high in command among 
the: Grecian auxiliaries, offended at Pfam- 
- gnenitus or his minifters, deferted from the 
Egyptian fervice,*and came oves to Camby- 
fes, . The approach to Egypt from Afia with 
a large army, from the. nature of the inter- 
yvening country, is extremely difficult, even 
—_ there was no enemy to oppole its pro- 
+ but in, Phanes, the Halicarnafhan, 
We’ Gain: found an able conduétor, who 
“had an.accurate knowledge of the country, 
and of the approachts that led to its fron- 
tier. The army had % Fann through a part, 
of. the defert Arabia} Phanes purchated the 
_ friendthip of an independent, Arabian chief, 
_ fach as ftill -hold dominion in that country, 
ae and through his affiftance the troops were ac- 
ry papers oe provifions, and, what w: 
cae hill 
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exon pice Sena ‘hus a formida~ 
ble obftacle was overcome, and the army met 


the fleet before Pelufium: “That city, the 
of Egypt, was taken after. a fhortftge:Pfam- 
menitus was foon after defeated: fap ttcainaets ot 


tle, and the whole country fubmitted to the 
conqueror. The neighbouring Africans, and 
the Greeks of Cyrene and Barca, fent offers 
of -{ubmiflion, and became tributary. Elated 
with the acquifition, and giddy with fuccefs, 
Cambyfes meditated farthet conqueits, and 
propoted , to make war at the fame time upon 
the Carthaginians, Ammonians, and Ethiopi- 
ans. The firft expedition» he’ was forced: to | 
lay afide, as the Phenicians refufed to affiftin ° 
a war againft their defcendants,, Determined 
on the other two, he fenf:ambafladors with 
prefents to the king of Ethiopia, pr wigesn : 
infpect the ftate and cftitnate of the: rength'of 
the country. . This: nyonagch, fufpecting. heir 
intentions, fent his own bow as a prefent to — 
Cambyfes, and gelivered it tothe ambafiadors,. 
with this advice, ‘¢ Tell’ your mafter not'to’ 
attack the Ere all he can, bend, the 
ih sae 8: Aah Uiigaape t 
} * Herod. lib. ili. Cop 44 ery 
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ions.” Enraged with thi 
Rue commanded his army to 
begin their march, ithe having formed any 
plan of cofduét, or furnifhed himfelf with 
provifions for fuch an wndertaking. When 
he arrived at Thebes,"in’ Upper Egypt, he 
fent a detachment ‘of fifty thoufgnd men 
'  againft the Ammonians, ordering them to 
» gavage the whole country, and to burn the 
. of Jupiter Ammon. After they had 
marched for feverd days in the defert, a violent 
whirlwind blew “from the fouth, clouds of 
fand involved the atmofphere, and the.whole 
army was overwhelmed and buried in the 
wildernefs. Cambyfes’ in the mean’ time 
marched forward with frantic rage againft the 
Ethiopians ; but when he had advanced about 
a fifth part of the wal, his troops having 
confumed all their, beafts of burthen, were 
obliged to feed onherbe and grafs, and were 
in danger of perifhihg by fafnine. Cambyfes 
at laft gave up the wiki enterprize, and, after 
_ having loft more than one half of his arciay 
_ <linthe defert, returned to, Thebes. 
_ Upon his arrival in that- city, he ordered 
the temples, which were incredibly rich and 
magnificent, 












mail, heel beagle aes cco nt 
his unfuccefsful expedition. ore vidi: 
the magiftrates, who declared thatthe appear- _ 


ance of their god Apis among them ‘was'the 
occafion of the public rejoicings, he caufed 
them to be put to death; and next enquired of 
the priefts, who returning the fame anfwer, he 
deftred to fee their god, who was fo familiar 
and condefceriding as to appear t votaries.’ 
The god was sagcordingly: int : Cam- 
byfes on deeing a calf kindled into rage, and 
drawing his dagger, wounded Apis inthe thigh, . 
and reproaching the priefts for their ftupid 
idolatry in worfhipping a brute, ordered them: te 
to be whipped, and all who thould be found: ie 


fi 
celebrating the feaft of Apis to be flain. © ~ os a 
Tue killing of Apis | was looked upon ‘by ig 


the"Beyptianss as an action of the moft dread- 
* ful impiety ; and theyyafligm, that Cambyles” 
after the commifon of it was immediately. 
feizéd with madnefs. Byt from the tenor of 
his conduct we may conclude that ‘he was: fo 
Per Indeed, ever. fince the conquet, 
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a. ufarper of padieban ‘was one ws sic 
“magi, and. brother to Patifitheg,,who had been 
invefted. with the adminiftration of affairs du- 
ring the: abfence of Cambyfes. The impof- 
a ture was detected, anda confpiracy being 
formed. we foey of the .nobles, the counter- 
it dis was flain, and Darius, ‘the fon of 
tafp > BOVE or of iis was appointed 
fof the empire. | 
esses was dofosaded. nh the royal family 
and hjs father Hyftafpes had 
oir all hisc wars... The bet-. 
oe on the throne, he qiar- 
ig waters Asif and 
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rus had traced for the adminiftr 
vat dominions. He divided his empi 
twenty fatrapies or governments; and, forthe ~ 
better regulation»of the revenue and defence of 
the ftate, impofed an annual tribute on: the ‘ 
provinces. Perfia alone was pted from 
taxes. In apportioning the impofts, and di- 
recting their collection, he is faid to have dif- 
covered much difcernnftnt, as well as great 
moderation; yet antient cuftoms are fo re- 
fpected in the eaft, and the facrifice of private 
convenience to public neceflity is every where fo 
difficult, thatethe Perfians, Bale a compa- 
rifon of their three firft emperors, called Cyrus 
the Father, Cambyfes the Tyrant, and Darius 
the Merchant of the empire. 

Tue Babylonians, who bore the was of 
Perfia with impatience, becaufe the feat of em- 
pire was transferred to 5ufayrevolted from Da- 
rius in the fitth year’of his reign. He be- 
fieged the city with a numerous army ;’ but, 
after he had continued dor twenty months be- 
fore the walls, he was abowt to renout he 
enterprize, when Zopyras, one of the. chief 
nobility, with unexampled generofity devoted 
hinitely, to the glory and the intereft of -his 
miiter, Having mangled his face, and wounded 
his body, he deferted to the city, and prefented ‘ 









Peete himfelf 









“fliméle to the inhabitants ‘as the viétim of 
Daritis’s cruelty. The Babylonians gave him 
their confidence, and the command of their 
‘army. At different fallies he cutoff feveral 
thoufands af the Perfiatis, according to a pri- 
‘wate agreement with Darius, who had expofed 
them of purpole half armed; the king then 
Bi approaching the walls with all his army, Zo- 
|. pyras-opened the gates of*Babylon, and admit- 
ie ted the Perfians. Having obtained poffeffion, 
ae “Darius demolifhed the walls, and put to death 


noe" three thoufand of ‘the citizens who were mott 
Bi active in the revolt. He raifed ‘Zopyrus to the 
7 higheft honours, and beftowed upon him the 
a revenues of Babylon for life. 

B,.. ¢ Tue Perfian monarch now extended his {way 
s ¢ over all the civilized nations oftheworld, which 
aE have hitherto been the fubjects of hiftorical 
cng record. Affyria, whofe fame afcends to the ear- 


4).  liefPages; Egypt, the feat of antient kings, the 
, {cone of fo many wonders, and the birth-place 
i of the arts and f{cience#; Babylon, which in its ' 
» ~~ mnmificence and ‘fplendor‘awed or command- 
ed the world; Metlia, which had fubffted 

. \ for centuries in independent luftre ; Lydia 4nd 

Lefer Afia, celebrated for opulence aidarks.._ 

re). Tyre, which by commercial confefugnce and 
» © naval power had obtained a diftinguifhed rank 
a taka ee g among 











empire, and acknowledged eosin 
great king. . There {careely wormed: in che = 
world an object. for the Perfian ambition, and 









it might have been expected that an enlight- 
ened and provident prince like Dfrius, would 
have preferred a peaceful reign ‘ to new con- © 
quefts, and been fatisfied with the glory of re- 
gulating and impreving his vaft dominions 
without endeavouring to extend them, But 
foreign conqueit is fometimes neceffary to 
prevent internal commotions, and monarchs 
have been cginpelled to cafty on wars abroad 
in order fo preferve tranquillity at home...“ It 
had not been the manner of the Perfians,” fays 
Herodotus, ** to be idle or inaétive.” Military 
glory was their chief object, and they had been 
accuitomed to confider their fovereigns as con- 
querors. Perhaps it was ¢he neceflity of giv- 
ing employment to fitch reftle{s and ambitious 
{pirits, that _prompted “Darius to make war” 
' on the Seythian barbarians that inhabited the 
frozen regions between tke Danube and the _ 
jitis.. The gharactor of this fingular peo- 

e has continued unaltered trom age to age. 


@aeyperambulate, rather than poffefs, acgun~. 


tiy of immente extent. Exercifing po tillage, 
ory @Jaim no property in Jand: they hold in 
L 2 abhorrence: as 


Uthal., 






* fied sabia, telnasgs piseenectiy: with 
* their families and herds, from pafture to paf- 
ture, over their boundlefs wildernefs. In this 
vagabond lifé, not to trefpafs on the property 
of each other,is almoft their only law. Their 
fimple defines are limited,to food which their 
herds fupply, and ‘to clothing, which the ex- 
treme cold of their climate renders peculiarly 
eceflary; for the whole extent of their coun- 
try being far removed from the balmy influertce 
of the ocean, and, though moftly plain, yet of 
extraordinary elevation above the level of the 
fea, being bounded even on the fouth by fhowy 
mountains, while the tract northward is a 
continued continent of fnow, théir winters 
are of a feverity unknown under the fame la- 
titude in other parts‘of the globe. Nature has 
therefore fupplied the brute animals of thofe 
regions with a peculiar warmth of covering. 








To man is only given ability to wreft fiuch 
‘boons from the inferior creation. The inge- 


nuity of the antient Scythiais went thus far. 


Neceffity drove them ‘to the ufe of thofé rars 
for clothing, which are become fuch an ej- 
sg tenSve article of ufelefg, perhaps often per, 





a » luxury in milder climates. { Spch a 
) atry, with fuch inhabitants, would little 
invite 
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among the pofletiions of their. pits 6 ‘an i 
opulent neighbours ; and though their mane 
ner of life refembles that of animals, yet at 
has always been that of gregarfous animals. 
They migrate in fuch multitudes, that their 
progrefiion. is {car@ely refiftible, War was, 
moreover, peculiarly their delight; humanity 
and pity were totally aliens to their warfare, 
Scalping was practifed by them nearly in the 
fame manneg as by the American Indians. 
None could claim his tharesof plunder, who 
had not an enemy’s head to prefent to his 
chief. The fealp then became the warrior’s 
favourite ornament for his own perfon, and 
that of his horfe: the number he poffeffed 
decided his reputation and his rank. Without 
this teftimonial of miditary merit, none could — 
be admitted to their pfincipal featts ; where, 
* .as among our, Scandipavian anceftors, proba~ 
bly their defcendants, the, fkulls of dyin lat 
>» were their, drinking cups * 9 cs 

| Maries in very early times, thf si 


* rs \ Herod Mitfore’ Hit. Greece, P. am 
' 


i 


ew xR eS oe Lag w TER? Ge : ie eae ware 


a we A ro 


Kaaba’ are faid to have over-run the finett 
_. provinces of Afia: byt their irruptions had 
“= more the effect of an inundation or a hurri- 

 gane, ‘than’ of an expedition devifed and con-_ 

duéted by human policy. The devaftation 

‘was tranifitdry ; the barbarous invaders re- 

treated into theit deferts, and Afia refumed 

its former flourithing and opulent ftate. 

es expedition of Darius againft the Scy- 

thians, was faid to have been undertaken to 

| ‘thefe roaming ‘barbarians for their in- 
vation of Afia about a ‘hundred years before. 

Immenfe preparations were made; and, with 

F an army, as it is faid, of feven hundred thou- 

‘2 fand men, Darius traverfed Afia Minor, crofled 
. the Thracian Bofphorus, ravaged Thrace, and 
arrived on the banks of the Danube. Mean- 
while a fleet of fix hundred {ail left the Afiatic 

_ wonit, and-paffing the narrow feas which joined 
‘the Bgean to the Euxing, coafted ina northern 
direction the thores of the latter, entered the 
mouth of the Danjrbe,gand failed along that. 
river until they joined the army. The Danube 

was pafled by the ufual expedient-of a brielge 
of boats, whitchiwas built by the afiiftance jof 
¢ the..fleet, confifting chiefly of Jonians; why 

Te left to guard the work of their hands 

une againft 
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satineral of Scythia, and found "no. by 3 i 


oppofe their force. The Scythians. as 
before them, according to their ciiftom, when 
their territories were invaded, filling up the 
wells and {prings, and laying wafte the country, 
Want of fubfiftenge foon obliged Darius to 
retire towards more cultivated regions. Then 
the Scythians, collecting theif ftrength, preffed 
upon his rear, Their mode of fighting re- 
fembled thay of the modem Tartars. They 
combated from their horfes; fkilful and dar- 
ing in {kirmithes, but incapable of order or 
diicipline, they defeated an enemy in detail, 
continually harafling and cytting off detached 
parties, without ever coming to a general en- 
gagement. The Perfian cavalry fhrunk from 
the impetuofity of the Scythian charge ; but 
the Scythians could make no impreflion upon 
the compact body of the Perfian foot, A re- 
treat through fugh a cougtry, in prefence of a 
fiycrior cavalry, was gifhcult and dangerous, 
Darius marched towards the Danube. A 
thooi.g demachmens of the Scythians, it 


« * Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 1, 
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ie dedi eee 1h te onal rae enna to 
* break it down and retire to their own country. 
By thefe means. they hoped to revenge the 
‘invafion of the Perfians, by confining them, 
| refdurce, aman inhofpitable: defert. 
Miltiades, the. Athenian, prince or tyrant of 
the, Thracian Cherfonete; was eager to em- 
* brace fo favourable an opportunity of thaking 
off the Perfian yoke. The other chiefs of the 
Grecian cities liftened with pleafure to his 
propofals. Though they held their authority 
under the protection of Darius, they preferred 
the recovery of national independence to the 
prefervation of perfonal dignity. Hyfteus, 
tyrant of Miletus, was alone averfe to this 
‘bold refolution. He reprefentéd to the Ionian 
chiefs, that their own intere{t was intimately 
with the dafety of Darius; that if, 
by the defteuétion of Kis army, the Perfian 
empire thould fall, the Greeks would imme- 
diately difcover: their pagtiality-for republican: 
‘government, reaflume liberty, and expel them 
‘from their governments. ‘The “opinion pf 
 Hyfteus prevailed, and the Perfians at 
= , the Danube. Defended by that river 
| ¢, Mepyattacks of the enemy, they cbntinued 
: vananch unmolefted to the: Helleffont. 


‘s Leaving 
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Teaving a chatge in Thrace, tinder 1 
zus, he returned: to” Agia, ands ‘ook 
quarters in Sardis. © - ts 

~ Mopern hiftorians have seal ’ 
expedition of Darius as difgraceful to his name 
and deftruétive to the empire ; ‘but it did) ot 
affe& his reputation or his confequenee in his 
own age, and among the nations of antiquity, — 
On his return, the “Grecian colonies: in Ionia 
and Eolia vied in paying thejr court to him, 
The army left under Megabazus’ fubdued 
the Thracians, and extended the Perfian domi- 
nion to theehkorders of Matedonia. - Amyn- 
tas, king, of that country, acknowledged fub- 
jection to the king of Perfia, by the delivery 
of earth and water; the Grecian iflands alfo 
began to feel the influence, and fubmit to the 
power of Darius. 

UnsuccessFrut in hiseattempts to fubdue 
the Scythians, Darius stetolved to extend his « 
arms towards the eaftS and with this view 
eequipped a fleet on the river Indus, the com 
mand of which ht gave te Scylax, a Grecian. 
Saylax accordingly failing down the Indus, en- 
tered the Red-fea by the ftraitdof Babel-Man- 
fel, and, on the thirtieth month fromehise es 
fetting out, landed in Egypt, near the bottom, © 
of the gulph. From thence returning t6 













Sufa, he give Dasias un “adeeiinrar his is difco, 
belies: and obfervations: the Perfian monarch 
entering India at the head of anumerous army, 
added that vaft and opulent country to his do- 
minions. This important acquifition, which 
clofed the long feries of Perfian conquefts :in 
Afia, was formed into the twentieth fatrapy, 
or great divifion of the empire. 

From this period the hiftory of the Perfians 
. blen with that of the Greeks. © 
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Fhe Government, duis Cufame ‘Raia 
and Religion of the PeRsians: 


ay 


E have asaiieanl that Dejoces j inte. 

duced defpotic government among the 

Medes. His example was. imitated by his 
fuccefiors ; apd whea Medf& became an ac- 
ceflion to the Perfian power, the new .mo- 
narch adopted the fame policy, and confirmed 
that abfolute authority which has ever been 
eftablithed in Afia. The fovereigns of the 
eaft have affumed, in all ages, the title of 
King of Kings ; a title expreflive of the na- 
ture, as wellas of thegreatnefs of their power. 
The various provinces tubjected to: them, 
+ though acknowledging their univerfal depen- 
' dence on the emperor, wee yet fubjec to their 
pagticular pringes, wha, while they paid their 
appointed tribute, during. PAN and farnifhed | 
tpcir contingent of troops in the time.of war, — 
were permitted, in their antient territorics,to 
eye the power, and to difplay the pomp,.of © 
ee 





‘but ‘many~ circumftances Cipateiivase to thew 
that it was conftituted with much _ political 
wifdom. 3 and in’ the revolutions. of ‘oriental 
empi » thofe mations to whom defpotic go- 
hanehtins appears congenial, never feem to 
have been fo happy as under Cyrus and his 
fucceffors. The whole empire was divided 
‘into large: grovinces, each under the fuperin- 
tendency of a great officer, entitled fatrap, -to 
“whom all governors of towns and {maller dif- 
tricts were refpontible. To prevent abufes which 
might be made of fo extenfive authority, the 
king referved to himfelf the nomination of the 
fuperior, as well as of the inferior governors : 
the latter depended immediately ‘on the: prince 
himfelf, and were not removable at the plea- 
fare of the fatraps: Thefe two powers thus 
‘became a chtck upon ‘each other, and co- 
: ated in the adminiftration of the govern- 
3 _ment; without diterrbiog its tranquillity. It 
: é owas a /'maxim introduced..by Cyras, 
and cations by “his fucceflors, no icis,re- 
- markable’ for its liberality-than its utility, to 
int the fon of the conquered prince ¥o 
“governor of the conquered country ; al- 
ys, however, under the fuperintending:con- 
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eteuter ait ction eee he dit. 
tant parts of this extenfive empire; ‘am ste ae 
connect the capital with the remote 
















led day and night to carry dlpeaches ni Pe 
eftablifhment was nade that in’ fome a 
refembled the modern poft. The bufinefs of © 
government alone, without any regard to com= 
mercial intercourfe, or the convenience of in 
dividuals, was the object of this regulation, 
which does honour to the memory of | Cyrus, 
and fhews thay he’ knew flow to govern as 
well as to conquer kingdoms. This appears’ 
to have been the firft model of that inftitution, 
which, through the liberal fyftem of European 
politics, and*the afcendency which commerce: 
has acquired in the affairs of nations, now ex-_ 
tends communication fo eer. over mes 
world. r cay ae 
Tue king of Perfia,° according to the ait ipa 
cient cuftom of his cauntgy, was wont to vies.” 
‘fitTrom time td tine all the provinces. of thi ane 
at or, whea prevertgd by important bu- 
firels, to fend commiffioners for that purpofe, 
es were called the eyes and ears - ee: pee . 
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P * Herodot. lib, i. cap. 154. i act 













ta, 


ot hon & vial Ores | 
as well as the exe 
fecurity pe the . fatrapies, came within 
the {phere of their policy : othe fecurity and 
caiilitiiaacntcl towns and cities, the repara- 
tion of highways and bridges, the improve- 
ment of agriculture, and the encouragement 
of manufactures, were the important objects 
of their care and infpection. Thefe regula- 
‘tions and attentions indicate a people who had 
- made confiderable progrefs in the art of go- 
“owernment, and were worthy of a king who 
had a monitor to repeat to him every morn- 
ing, ** Arif, prince, and think, of the func- 
tions for which Oromafdes has placed thee on 
the throne.” 
_~-'Tue care of the revenues was looked upon 
-@s an important object of political economy. 
‘Every province had its feparate. treafury, in 
which all contributions were depofited. Dur- 
ging the reigns of Cyrus and Cambyfes, vo- 
Juntary contributions’ were made by the peo- 
ple for the fupport of the king and the ex; 
_“pences wf government. Darius, the forrfot 
_ Ayitalpes, was the ,firtt who, by impofing 
‘ “annual taxes, regulated the revenue of, the 
Re _apmgpire the fum total of the. revenue a 
_ @erethis monarch, according to the, co 
-—-puttation of Herodotus, amounted. to -four- 
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and feventy five thoufand 
Confidering the relative value of aaetilial an- 
tient and in modern times, this vaft revenu 
amounted to thirty millions of our ai 
Befides this ftated income, the* Perfian mo- 
narchs might, on every neceflary occafion, de= 
mand the contribugions and fervices of on 
fubjects. 

.Besipss thefe tributes, which were paid in ; 
money, there were alfo contributions paid in 
kind, as in tke,early hiftoryfof the European 
kingdoms. Armenia fent annually to the 
king of Perfia twenty thoufand young colts. 
The provinces of Cyrene and Barca were, be- 
fides the ordinary taxes, compelled: to furnith. 
fuch a quantity of corn as was fufficient to 
fupply a hundred and twenty thoufand men. 
The fatrapy of Babylon maintained the king 
and his court during fofr months of the. year. 
» The Perfians were exempted from impofts of 
yee kind, x) tributes were ments: ve 
frlgm the cong napions. 


HE kings of Perfia, like the bo a ed Laws. 





iter juftice in their own perfons *. Teg; 
*  — * Jofeph. Antiq.” Jult. lib. ii cap. 3. 
» 


























the piidorkedge of the ‘laws ‘died cuftoms > of 
their country; and in the public {chools 
- youth were taught equity, juftice, and truth, 
_ ji the fame manner as rhetoric and philofo- 
be y' are ftudiéd in modern times. 
- "Dur ordinary judges were taken from the 
eee | @lala’of old’‘men } the experience and maturity 
im ef fifty years were deemed effential to the 
-. @ifeharge of this awful employment. They 
“held their office for life; and were called royal 
judges, fome of" them attendigg the king 
wherever he went, and others admjniftering 
juttice at ftated times in the different provin- 
’ ees. The impartiality and integrity of judi- 
cial proceedings were objects of royal attention. 

_ Cambyfes having condemned to death a judge 
~~ whovhad fuffered himfelf to be corfupted, or- 
_. dered his fkin to be ftretched on the tribunal 

_ where he had given judgment, and where the 

fon of that judge was ¢o fucceed his father.. 
_ Matters were prohebited fraititputting thelr 
 flaves to'death *. 'The-powerlbt life and deagh, 
ah BY. which fathers exercifed over their a 
_ <Wapng many nations - ‘antiquity, was 
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was ie and if his virtues See pa 

panderated, the rigour of, the law was ‘ 
it being unjuft, in the mney 
on a Re Sinn tats 


acti 


3 1ed yt on pia i. 
caft. a ~ee ‘humanity a6 well | a: vine 
valour. a “alae 
THE hardy.inhabitants of the 
regions in Afia have slureys elds: 





















: : ane well as Afiatic manners. 
Broin the age of twenty-five. to fifty years, 
the Perfians wert obliged to, ferve in the 
army. It was their practice. always to wear, 
~ their fwords, and to go armed, in the time of 
; peace aswell as of wats. -ceaiembonee were 








| concerted, ‘thie counifelsii Oi the 
“morning the refolutions of the pait 
ewed, and, after ‘calm delibera- 
or adopted. Pe ntnary, 














horfeback, the Perfian armies were compote 
chiefly of infantry.» In all ages the moft-celes 
brated vittories have been ‘obtained: by ‘this 
mode of fighting. The Grécians under Alex= 
ander, the Romans under the republic, as well 
as the northern barbarians who over-ran and — 
fubdued the Roman empire, became mafters — 
of the world chiefly through the firm intre- 
pidity of their infantry ; and there is reafon to _ 
believe, that one great eaufe of ihe Perfian — 
conquefts was not their acquaintance ae 
naan but their ignorance of that art, — 
+ Which: obliggd then’ ‘to, emplo the eter 
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nile nting they , 
for the t we oes They 

















- Potyeamy. aids conttiibeeih alin 
rine by their lays, as among’all the natic 
of the eaft. » Refpect to the aged, particularly — 
to parents, was hedd.a virtue of indeible-ahilie a 
gation. The love of truth ftrongly charac-_ 
terized their manners ; it was ‘held:infamous 
to lye, as well as to Tive t 
meannefstand falfhood 
ble from fuch a life. Herodotus. afgirind: aa 
his own cértain knowledge, that thefe cuftoms 
prevailed among the Perfians : buat the chai | 
ter and manners of the nation which had con-_ 
quered under Cyrus were not exempted from 
change and. eeriptath st ‘Of a ‘the antient 
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i te means abies of oie dubiout Peérfians is.va- 
~ Tuable for its a excellence, renerable for 
antiquity, and worthy of admiration 

‘ved in uncorrupted pus 


vo thoufand | wee. ‘Two 









mages ;eand that of the magians, 
od fire “The followers of the for- 
. the fan; moon, and ftars, as 
s of ccleftial eWigences, who : 


woh 


credit ‘icy 
birth to the moft celebrazed of thei 





The Themittocles, she addrefled his’ aie: nee 
-manius, not to. O¥omafdes*. 


oie allufion to . 
pat itm ott 








was 
death ; a ne sei print 
magi or priefts; that fect began to decl 
and Sabianifin’to prevail. But ‘the fi ection — 
which the people bore to the principles in ~ 
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firable. isreitiees* Sei ‘waa: nm’ conc e. ie 
with Hyftafpa,» the father of Darius, and oa ie 
perintendant of the magi, has ever ‘been cele 
brated as the prophet of the Perfians. BS gatoa! sah 
Tue chief reformation which ned nade 

the magian theology was in its Bicone \ A 
Formerly they had held the co-eternity of two — 

fupreme — the author of Lend rite rks cn 

















the Perfian ee riginallys 

or good ; but that darknefs or evil 
_-from it as its deféét,; and followe L 
fhadow’ does the body. ‘Under the fir 
were bro inferior, ime powerful 
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sg are 2 to. re inca semaine 
‘till the orien when there 


crimes, while the good angel and his dif- 
~-eiples hall afcend to the manfions of ever- 
lafting light, to enjoy the rewstd of their vir- 
Pmt the final feparation will then be made, 
and light and darknefs be ea -aiee avin to 
* ~ allt #. ok sete REA hast MM) 
‘ipoouenan ‘Sehapesiaig nately the prin- 
ciple but the mode of worthip, ordered fire- 
8 to We: bailt Sn, the Perfian 


ia ic la. de Ia & Ofr 
* Prideaux, “5 


as 















ster seguiion go ahah leant # 
and the Shechinah of the divine 


their faces towards this luminary, called by 


them Mithra, partictilarly at the time of | his 


rifing. The fun, however, was no More than 
the-Rebla or point of adoration to the Perfi 





as the temple of Jerufalem was to. the Jews, 
or the city of SMecca to the Mahommedans, ae 





A RELIGIOUS reverence for fire has oe 
vailed over a great part of the world. 
ever-burning fire was preferved in prrontie h 
of Vefta. The antient Germans, the Celta, — 
the Peruvians, and other nations of America, 
annexed the idea of fomethting facred and di- 


vine to this clement. A perpetual flame 


. sh Sele PerGadns ‘ia : 
yrs ieee cn Oh tele 909 the 
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afcended on the altar of Bupnt oflxings at Jes " 
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| 1€¢ sachs every: Fina 
| temple aia watarebeca: on which 
r aenayiier veh they believed came down 
~ from’heaven, was kept perpetually burning by 
mise who “watched it day and night. 
Wt ered Op e affembled to their devotions, 


g of gauze heSai his: ince, 
t he might not breathe on the facred ele- 
ment. He then read certain prayers out of 
~ the facred books, in a tone fearcely audible, 
holding in his left hand fmall twigs of a con- 
” fecrated tree; which; , a8 foon asthe fervice was 
: over, he threw into the fire. — . 
; “s «© Prom the near refemblance which this fub- 
“Time ‘fyftem of theology bears to the facred 
ee mee ‘it has been fuppofed* that Zoro- 
‘diftiple’ of the Jewith prophets: 
‘Whatever foundation ‘may be for this conjec- 
or itis cerain that the religion of the Per- 
me 0 ed: infinitely fuperior to the grofs 









les, or to cireuinferibe the Lord | 
thin oe boundaries of tem- 






















Deity. The tolerating | ints: of Faber UTeeks 
and Romans. arofe from polytheifm, not from 


ciples of theif the Perfians baste Bs 
Hence proceeded the outrages of Cambyfes i in’ A A 
Egypt,-and of Xerxesan Greecen meee 


In the decline. of their empire, one of their. 
pringes introduced. the worthip of foreign di- 
vinities, particularly of Venus; but: it was) 
condemned byathe magi, whe remained firm 
to this great article of their faith, there i but xh 
one Gon, and. took care to tranfmit it relin. os 
gioufly to their pofterity *. SE “4 

ArTeR the lapfe of fo many custasion, ey per. 
revolutions. of empire, and the fall of nations, Pe 
the religion of Zoroafter is {till preferved in 
the eaft in its purity; and the modern Pars) 
fes adore the fame object of worthip, withthe; +. 
dayne rites .and ceremonies, as was donc. bay 
their forefathers : u of Darius OE ats 
tafpes, Antient “gid madern authors, who 
have made the Perfians the fubjeéts of record, — 
have always reprefented thefe as their genuine... 

"religioustenets. Herodotus, the fil rofane — 

















Randine 
of tin sith which. Hog was narhaoary 
‘ ription, of their theology, which 
every fubfequent account of antient authors, 
aa all the refearches of the modern, tend 
ee: 6: Thefe I have found t to be 
ligios tenets of the Perfians *, In 

rating their religious worthip they. em- 
_ ployed neither altars, nor images, nor tem- 
‘ples ; ‘they even ‘derided the folly of fuch 
practices in others, not believing, like the 
Greeks, that the nature*of the gods refem- 
bled that of men. On the fummits of the 
_ higheft mountains they factificed to the Di- 
| -winity, and the whole circle of the heavens 
they fuppofed to be the refidence of God. In 
-otheir addreffes to the Deity they are not per- 
mitted to folicit for themfelves individually 
othe» “protection of Heaven, the prayer mutt 
extend to the whole Perfian nation.” The 
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ot ko 9 opel 
memorable 


their theology,.as we may judge from “The = 
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firit of beings, unbegotten, inc ible, 

nally without parts or prin di Glin n 
to every created exiftence, the beftower of a ! 
good, not to be bribed by prefents or intreaties, 
infinite.in goodnefs and wifdom, the parent of 
equity and juftice *. * In modern times an’ 
European philofophes.+ enquired of the Per- 

fians fettled.in India, “‘ at what feafons, and 
with what. ceremonies, they adored.the fun?” 

They anfwered, ‘ that they never adored the 
fun, nor paid divine honours to that ‘Jumi+ 


nary, to the moon, or to the planets, but only, oy 
turned themfelves to the fan when praying, . 
becaufe they confidered it to be the pare hand, 
of fire.” ee 


Tei morality was in the fase Denies with ; a 


Witdom of all Ages,” a book afcribed to one ae 
of their earlieft monarch®, . “ Greatkingsare 
<< upon. earth, who j ia power, ieee wi a 
tin as God piri. to shou Let Not oe 
their high rank however lead them > re ee 
with feverity to their fubjects.. The thunder 
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ten. ‘eat: tokens . of his y smc “Kings 
ought to imitate him by. doing good... Let 
them recollect, that: though it is in their pow~ 
erto eatnenras itds notin their power to 
_ reftore it Minifters are: inftruments.in the 
. hand of monarchs, but it is. to thefe that. the 
cople mutt have. secousie--when their. tights 
“are pds) Letwa. king. be careful in the 
a age his minifters,,for laying his. mal- 
ee ~ adminiftration to their charge will have as 
uae Tittle effect in calming his enraged people, as 
for a murderer. to plead in his. vindication, 
that.it was his {word aa. not himfelf which 
| ee paca " 
a rr abet edie priefts, 
et a ated for an order of men who. were 
es eeicion ajite fet an agro the 


to. sebierve the 
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Tue following precepts rebieelt rahi’ hief 
prieft. He ought to preferve himfelf fpotlefs, 
becaufé God had chofen him to be holy a ie 
fhould take tythes from the laity, but only as ‘ 
the almoner of the Deity, that He may divide 
among the poor the tribute paid by the rich: 
he ought not only tobe well {killed in the law, 
but likewife in every {cience, becaufe it is his - 
duty to inftruét all the profeffors of his’ reli- 
gion; he ought to make it his ftudy to dif — 
tinguifh truth ffom error; hé fhould fear God 
only, and,hate nothing but fin. 

An order of priefts adhering to thefe regu- 
lations, muft have been worthy minifters of 
their religion, and valuable members of the | 
community. By their facerdotal funétions 
they would ftrengthen momlity with the fane- 
tions of religion, and employ their influence 
over the minds of the people for the public 
good.» But there is aediffgrence between tae 
maxims of {peculativesxiddofn, and the! con-— 
duct of aétual life. The manners of the Per= 
fian priefts were fimple and auftere ;_ ey went 
_ Plainly dfefied ; they flept on the grou 
—_ féod was herbs or bread ; a ff 
. * Lord’s aay Pert, ant he 



























itioaliey, icokre Ws baasein they idgct 
” forget. the affairs of earth. Like the priefts 
of. Earp: and.-Chaldea, they employed the 





ter own power and the intereft of the order. 
erintended the education of the kings 
: tmen 5, io important affair was deter- 
a2 : without their advice ; and Pliny affures 
Ms, ee even in his,time they commanded the 
"great king *. As their credit and confequence 
depended chiefly en their knowledge, they kept 
it.a myftery, and no foreigner ‘was initiated in 
ou 4 facets without the pie of the 
a favour which, was granted to. The- 
» when he ferved the Periians again 
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‘be te, the abufe st in power yeca : re 
quent and unavoidable. That authority, 
rived, or pretended to be derived, from I 
which is fo beneficial to fociety when emp 
ed in fupporting the laws, and preferving: 
reforming the public morals, becomes re 
and pernicious when it is made the inftrument 

of human paffions and interefted purpofes. 
Tue Perfan rekgion, notwithftanding its 
refinement by Zoroafter, was foon corrupted 
by the priefts, who, from political motives, 
and to gratify the grofs conceptions of the 
multitude, blended it with @ variety of puerile 
and abfurd ceremonies, that encumbered and 
difgraced its original fimplicity and beauty. 
The fages cf antiquity, who difcerned the prin- 
ciples of true religion themfelves, feldom he» 
fitated to gratify the people in their natu- 
ral bias to fuperftition. To eftablith in the - 
community at large, and among all orders of 
men in the ftate, the Worthip of a pure Spirit 
in fpirit and in truth,e to ‘recommend. wae 
"and: virtue, puri purity af heaste and ntegrity: of 
life, as the folegmeans of acceptance’ vith thie 
Deity, was referved to itinliccmibiediones 
revealed/from Ue Salas Sb sameness Be 
Soemgieien aes geet? 





















CH A Pp vm. 


E bor Reflections ' on the Rif re, Sra of 
‘3 on Afiatic Governments. 


te a we dy we oA 
bi a at al 5 ‘ ty: a see 
LL nation et ert fe Naat béSore 
Af they. were civilized: The early king- 
os ~ .doms. eftablithed in the eaft retained the marks 
of fuch an original. From the beginning of 
their hiftory we ‘ind them engaged in mili- 
tary expeditions, but they conducted thefe 
uate manner of the barbarous, hordes that 


_ wander over ae: or maha _ They did 

















i ied taciecte ans, by finden 
tions, and for the dake of plunder. They 
: forth. to depretlation, not to ‘conquett ; 
kk the field without preparation, and, 
ic seeeition ales or project. 
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1ds met, he confulted fortune ¢t 
he fhould turn his arms, and the 
Jerufalem. . 
THER armies were not a estat are 
foldiers, but a confufed multitude, witho 
order. The whole nation went to war. In 
thefe diforderly moba, the womén and chil-— 
dren equalled the number of the combatants, 
and followed them t6 the field like thofe ofa" e 
Scythian band. No difciplined troops were 
kept in pay. The foldier received no reward 
for his fervices, but the fame of the adventure, 
and his fhare* of the booty. * Ages pafled in 
Afia befose an army was divided into regular 
corps. Cyaxares, according to Herodotus, 
was the author of this improvement. The’ — 
Affyrians, Chaldeans, and the Perfians, in the 
early period of their hiftory, carried on their 
military expeditions, like the Scythian hordes” 
in their neighbourhood, by fudden incurfions, 
and for the fake of booty, War, the. reat 
caufe Of ruin to modern ,king gored | 
fource of riches in the 2°%er* am 
As the armies of the om ) 
mifcuous ee 
























-the re, is a fimilar, andr’ in- 
Saes of Sere, and uncer~ 


" a 


sine ii beds Sixes in every part of 
th South ‘ld. By degrees rfian extends his do- 
_gninion cher he inferior animals, acquires the 
art of taming them, and converting them to kis 
fe. It would foon occur to warlike tribes, 
that they might be employed sith advantage 
in battle, In peruling the hiftories-of differ- 
ent nations, we find that horfes, elephants, 
eamels, dogs, and’even lions, have been trained 
towar, Ofall animals, the horfe is the moft 
proper affociate of man, and the apteft to par- 
take » vi 2 him ‘inthe dangers of the field, 
“What may apy pee the war-chariot 
‘has always receded the ufe of cavalry. Not 
~onh hema but the Greeks, the Gauls,’ 
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t than a cart or a fledge. Ton 
one of the ftrongeit as well as fwifteft of 
mals, and confide in the impetuous rapid 
his career, is a bolder and more complex 
ration. It mutt have been a attended af 
lefs difficulty to employ chafiots than cavalry 
in battle. "The combatant who mounted the 
war-chariot was not diftraéted with the care 
of directing the horfes: a charioteer accom- 
panied him,ewho performedethat office. The 
attention of the horfeman, who wanted this ad= 
vantage, mutt neceffarily have been divided be- 
tween the care of ga that of ma- 
naging his horfe. 

Tue art of attacking and defending cities 
was sot makacare an, Aisi: The Sema ot ae 





